WDMA Guide to Door Face Veneers
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Let’s face it: As an architectural specifier, details can make or break your projects. But with the
thousands of elements in each job, how can you be certain that what you envision will be what is
installed?

When it comes to architectural doors, the terminology can be confusing to even seasoned
specifiers. Many of the most difficult questions come in selecting the veneer. There’s the matching
method to specify. Do you want the veneers to be book matched, random matched or slip
matched? What'’s the difference? Then there’s cut to consider. Does this job call for quarter cut,
rotary cut or plain sliced veneer? Finally, there’s the color to select: red, white or natural? What
color is natural?

That’s why the Architectural Flush Door Section of the National Wood Window and Door
Manufacturers Association developed this information. Its designed as a primer on veneer
matching methods, cutting options and color selection.

We hope you will find this guide helpful. It was originally prepared for the 190,000-plus readers of
our magazine Window & Door Specifier. For more information about the magazine and other
WDMA literature, refer to Resources. From video tapes to industry standards, WDMA has the
information you need to help ensure that your door and window visions become reality.

Knowing the Basics of Cutting, Matching and Coloring
are Keys to Specifying

You are specifying architectural wood flush doors for your latest project. How can you be sure that
you get exactly what you’re looking for in terms of color, grain and quality? A thorough knowledge
of veneers, how they’re cut and how they are matched can ensure that you get what you want.
Appearance is a primary consideration. (After all, the reason you chose a wood door in the first
place was because of its beauty, wasn't it?) The selection of the proper veneer not only depends
on species, but a number of other considerations as well. Each species has its own distinctive
characteristics. And within each species, no two trees offer exactly the same grain pattern or color.
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These veneer examples are typical of grain and color variations found within ”A” grade
plain sliced natural birch. However, even these do not represent the wide range possible.

The beauty of veneer is in the natural variations of texture, grain, figure and color.
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Note: Marshfield DoorSystems doors are manufactured per the standards listed on this page. Specifications are subject to change without notice.
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